
TITLE 7 

AGRICULTURE AND ANIMALS 

Part XV.  Plant Protection and Quarantine 

Chapter 1.  Crop Pests and Diseases 

 

Subchapter C.  Sweetpotato Weevil Quarantine 
§133. Applicability of General Quarantine Regulations 

A. Sweet potato plants, plant products and parts thereof and host materials for the sweetpotato weevil are subject 
to all pertinent provisions of the general quarantine regulations contained in Subchapter A and to the regulations 
contained in this Subchapter. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1655 and R.S. 3:1732. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture, Office of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, 

LR 11:320 (April 1985), amended by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental 
Sciences, LR 18:702 (July 1992), LR 27:1175 (August 2001). 

 

§135. Definitions Applicable to This Subchapter 

A. In addition to definitions found in §103, the following definitions shall also be applicable to this Subchapter. 

Commercial Kiln and Storage Houses - any buildings where sweet potatoes produced by different farmers or 
growers are assembled and stored. 

Compliance Agreement - a written agreement between the department and a Sweet Potato Dealer in which the 
dealer agrees to comply with the General Plant Quarantine Regulations, the provisions of this Subchapter and any 
conditions specified in the agreement. 

Farm Kiln or Storage House - a building or enclosed structure located on a farm in which sweet potatoes grown 
solely on said farm are stored. 

Non-Sweet Potato Area - any area in which the planting, bedding, growing, or storing of any material which 
acts as a host for the sweetpotato weevil is prohibited. 

Platform Inspection - a visual examination by an inspector of sweet potatoes that have been cleaned and packed 
or containerized prior to the issuance of a certificate permit. 

Processing Plants - canning, freezing and dehydrating plants. 

Sweet Potato Dealer - a person engaged in the growing for sale, offering for sale, moving or brokering of sweet 
potatoes, except as noted in §147.C. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1655 and R.S. 3:1732. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture, Office of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, 

LR 11:320 (April 1985), amended by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental 
Sciences, LR 18:702 (July 1992), LR 27:1175 (August 2001). 

 

§137. Issuance and Use of Certificate Permits, Certificate Permit Tags, and Fumigation Certificates for the 
Movement of Regulated Material 

A. From Sweetpotato Weevil-Free Designations 

1. Green certificate permit tags will, upon request to the department, be issued to any person whose growing, 
packing and storage facilities are designated by the department as sweetpotato weevil-free and who meet the 
following conditions. 

a. The person has a valid sweet potato dealer's permit as required by these regulations. 

b. The properties or premises of the person, where regulated materials are grown or stored, have been 
trapped or surveyed for sweetpotato weevil during the growing season in a manner approved by the department and 
have been found by the department to be free from sweetpotato weevil. 



2. Certificate permits authorizing the movement of regulated material from sweetpotato weevil-free areas or 
properties or premises to points within and outside of Louisiana will be issued by the department under the 
following conditions. 

a. The person moving the regulated material has a valid sweet potato dealer's permit as required under these 
regulations. 

b. The person has signed a compliance agreement with the department specifying the handling of the 
regulated material to be moved and the proper use of the certificate permits. 

3. Green certificate permit tags shall be attached to or placed within each container in a load or shipment of 
sweet potatoes, if moved within Louisiana or to any other state which may require such. Green certificate permit 
tags shall not be reused. 

4. Regulated material moving into areas or properties or premises of Louisiana or into a portion of any other 
state designated as sweetpotato weevil-infested, unless moving under the provisions set forth in §139.D.2.c, shall not 
be moved back into any Louisiana sweetpotato weevil-free designated area and shall lose its sweetpotato weevil-free 
status. 

B. From Sweetpotato Weevil-infested Designations 

1. Pink certificate permit tags will, upon request to the department, be issued to any person whose growing, 
packing and storage facilities are designated by the department as sweetpotato weevil-infested and who possess a 
valid sweet potato dealer's permit as required under the provisions of these regulations. 

2. Certificate permits authorizing the movement of regulated material from or within sweetpotato weevil-
infested areas or properties or premises will be issued by the department under the following conditions. 

a. The person has a valid sweet potato dealer's permit as required under the provisions of these regulations. 

b. The person has signed a compliance agreement with the department specifying the handling of the 
regulated material to be moved and the proper use of the certificate permits. 

c. The regulated material shall not be moved from a sweetpotato weevil infested designated area into a 
sweetpotato weevil-free designated area, or to any state which may prohibit entry of such regulated material, unless 
fumigated under the provisions set forth in §138. 

d. If regulated materials are moved, then the regulated materials shall be completely enclosed in the vehicle 
body or covered tightly by tarpaulins or other means approved by the department in advance of movement. 

e. Certificate permits attesting to regulated material fumigation and authorizing the movement of regulated 
material from areas or properties or premises designated as sweetpotato weevil-infested will be issued when such 
regulated material is inspected, found apparently free of the sweetpotato weevil and fumigated under the provisions 
set forth in §138 hereof. 

3. Pink certificate permit tags shall be attached to or placed within each container in a load or shipment of 
sweet potatoes, if moved within Louisiana or to any other state which may require such tags. Pink certificate permit 
tags shall not be reused. 

C. No regulated material may be moved or shipped within or out of Louisiana unless accompanied by a valid 
certificate permit. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1655 and R.S. 3:1732. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture, Office of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, 

LR 11:320 (April 1985), amended by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental 
Sciences, LR 14:527 (August 1988), LR 16:600 (July 1990), LR 18:702 (July 1992), LR 27:1175 (August 2001). 

 

§138. Fumigation and Maintenance of Weevil-Free Status of Regulated Materials Originating from 
Designated Sweetpotato Weevil-Infested Areas or Properties or Premises 

A. Fumigation Measures. Persons operating storage houses and/or packing sheds who desire to move regulated 
materials from areas or properties or premises designated by the department as sweetpotato weevil infested into 
areas or properties or premises designated as sweetpotato weevil-free, or to any state which may prohibit entry of 
such regulated material, shall: 



1. enlist the services of a certified fumigator to perform the fumigation; 

2. possess a valid fumigation certificate issued by a certified fumigator, indicating that the fumigation was 
done in accordance with all fumigant label requirements and in a manner approved by the department. Each 
fumigation certificate shall state the conditions and dates of fumigation; 

3. fumigate with fumigants labeled for use on the regulated material and formulated and used in a manner and 
at a concentration approved by the department. 

B. Maintenance of Weevil-Free Status. Regulated materials shall be maintained in such a manner that the 
integrity of their weevil-free status following fumigation is retained. 

1. Fumigation Chamber - fumigated regulated materials may be stored in a fumigation chamber approved by 
the department, designed specifically for fumigating and storing regulated materials. The chamber shall be airtight 
with a self contained, screened exhaust system in place; shall possess doors that seal; shall contain a minimum of 
1,000 cubic feet of space, and larger chambers must be designed to contain an even multiple of 1,000 cubic feet; 
shall be cleaned of all sweet potatoes, parts, and any other regulated materials between periods of fumigation and 
storage. 

2. Tractor trailer rigs designed and constructed for use in fumigations may be used in place of a fumigation 
chamber provided the truck body meets the fumigation chamber requirements outlined above, with the exception of 
the cubic feet requirement. A variation in truck body cubic feet shall be allowed provided the variation allows 
adequate volume to fumigate according to the fumigant label. All entrances or openings on the truck body shall be 
sealed in a manner approved by the department, prior to shipment, by the use of not more than two seals. 

3. If an approved fumigation chamber or tractor-trailer rig is not used then fumigation and storage of regulated 
materials shall be conducted as follows. 

a. Regulated materials shall be placed in a storage area separate from and in no way connected to any other 
storage or packing areas containing non-fumigated regulated materials. Storage area must be cleaned of all sweet 
potatoes, parts, and any other regulated materials between periods of storage. 

b. The storage area shall have been treated with an appropriately labeled chemical and in a manner 
approved by the department prior to initial storage of sweet potatoes harvested and fumigated that season and the 
storage area shall not be used to store any non-fumigated regulated materials. 

c. Fumigation shall be accomplished by tenting the regulated material with a sealed tarpaulin or other 
suitable sealable material of adequate thickness and construction for use in fumigation with commercial fumigants. 

d. Regulated materials shall be completely enclosed with nylon, fiberglass, plastic or other synthetic screen 
material prior to, during and following fumigation. The screen mesh must be of a size sufficient to prevent entry of 
sweetpotato weevil and shall be free from tears, rips and holes. 

4. Packing House or Shed - sweet potatoes fumigated, screened and stored according to these regulations may 
be washed and packed in the same packing house or shed as non-fumigated sweet potatoes, provided: 

a. the packing house or shed and all packing equipment is cleaned of all sweet potatoes, parts, and any other 
regulated materials prior to washing and packing of fumigated sweet potatoes; 

b. the packing house or shed is treated with an appropriately labeled chemical and in a manner approved by 
the department prior to each packing period involving fumigated sweet potatoes. 

5. All packing boxes and other packing and shipping materials shall be held in a storage area separate from 
and in no way connected to any other non-fumigated materials, or be fumigated and stored according to these 
regulations. 

6. Fumigated sweet potatoes washed and packed under approved conditions must be shipped within seven 
days of packing. Washed and packed sweet potatoes shall be completely enclosed with nylon, fiberglass, plastic or 
other synthetic screen material immediately following packing and must remain enclosed until shipment. The screen 
mesh must be of a size sufficient to prevent entry of sweetpotato weevil and shall be free from tears, rips and holes. 
Fumigated, screened sweet potatoes awaiting shipment shall be labeled with the dates of fumigation. 

7. Trucks or other vehicles used to ship fumigated sweet potatoes from sweetpotato weevil infested areas or 
properties or premises shall be cleaned of all sweet potatoes, parts, and any other regulated materials prior to hauling 



fumigated sweet potatoes. Vehicle compartments previously containing shipments of non-fumigated regulated 
materials that were moved from or within designated sweetpotato weevil infested areas or properties or premises 
must be treated with an appropriately labeled chemical and in a manner approved by the department prior to loading 
fumigated sweet potatoes for shipment. 

8. No non-fumigated sweet potatoes shall be stored, loaded or shipped with fumigated sweet potatoes. 

C. Issuance of Certificate Permit Tags. Manila certificate permit tags will be issued by the department to persons 
meeting all sweetpotato weevil quarantine regulation and compliance agreement requirements and who desire to 
ship regulated materials that have been properly fumigated from areas or properties or premises designated by the 
department as sweetpotato weevil infested into areas or properties or premises designated as sweetpotato weevil-
free, or to any state which may prohibit entry of such regulated material. Permit tags shall be attached to or within 
each container in a load or shipment of fumigated sweet potatoes and shall not be reused. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1655 and R.S. 3:1732. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture, Office of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, 

LR 16:600 (July 1990), amended by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental 
Sciences, LR 18:703 (July 1992), LR 27:1176 (August 2001). 

 

§139. Effect of Quarantine for Sweetpotato Weevil 

A. Sweetpotato Weevil-Free Designations of Louisiana 

1. The growing or storing of regulated material, including seed beds and field plantings of sweet potatoes is 
prohibited in areas or properties or premises declared to be non-sweet potato areas, except under special permit 
issued by the department. Non-sweet potato areas may include but are not limited to sweetpotato weevil-infested 
properties or premises, as determined by survey or trapping procedures conducted in a manner approved by the 
department, located in those areas of the state designated by the department as sweetpotato weevil-free. 

2. Any regulated material found in non-sweet potato areas shall be disposed of in a manner approved by the 
department. 

3. Regulated materials, properties or premises found to contain sweetpotato weevil may be subject to required 
treatments, handling restrictions, or destruction as determined by the department. 

B. Sweetpotato Weevil-Infested Designations of Louisiana 

1. Owners or persons in charge of properties or premises supporting active infestations of sweetpotato weevil 
within those areas or properties or premises of the state designated as sweetpotato weevil-infested may save their 
own seed sweet potatoes, provided that: 

a. such seed sweet potatoes are graded in a manner sufficient to render them apparently free of the 
sweetpotato weevil; 

b. such seed sweet potatoes are properly treated in a manner approved by the department at the time of 
storage; 

c. no seed sweet potatoes, plants, vines and/or cuttings shall be sold, offered for sale or moved except those 
which have been inspected by the department and found to be apparently free of the sweetpotato weevil. 

2. Regulated materials, properties or premises supporting active infestations of sweetpotato weevil within 
those areas of the state designated as sweetpotato weevil-infested may be subject to required treatments, handling 
restrictions, or destruction as determined by the department. 

C. Statewide 

1. Sweet potatoes in seedbeds shall be destroyed within 15 days after such potatoes have served their purpose, 
and not later than July 15 of each year. Destruction shall be in such a manner that all sweet potatoes, plants and parts 
are brought to the soil surface and exposed, or in such other manner as may be prescribed by the department. 

2. All sweet potato fields shall be harvested by December 1 of each year by the owner of the crop. Such fields 
shall be destroyed within 15 days after harvesting, and not later than December 15 of each year. Destruction shall be 
in such a manner that all remaining sweet potatoes, plants and parts are brought to the soil surface and exposed, or in 
such other manner as may be prescribed by the department. 



3. Sanitary Measures. Persons operating packing sheds, assembly points, processing plants and/or storage 
houses shall: 

a. not permit loose sweet potatoes or parts of sweet potatoes to accumulate in or around any structure in 
which sweet potatoes are cleaned, packed, processed or stored; 

b. render waste sweet potatoes and sweet potato parts unsuitable for or unavailable to the sweetpotato 
weevil by processing or disposal in a manner approved by the department. If it is necessary to haul host material 
from the place of accumulation for processing or disposal, such hauling shall be done in an approved tight-body 
truck or container and covered with a tarpaulin when necessary; 

c. not allow sweet potatoes, sweet potato crowns and roots or parts thereof to be carried away from storage 
houses, processing plants, packing sheds or assembly points in water used in washing sweet potatoes; 

d. not permit the sale, offer for sale or movement to any person or farm of culled sweet potatoes or sweet 
potato parts, except under special permit issued by the department; and 

e. not move empty containers or equipment used in the handling of sweet potatoes from packing sheds or 
processing plants unless cleaned free of all host materials. 

D. Regulated Material from Other States 

1. Sweet potatoes, sweet potato plants, plant products and parts thereof, host materials, and containers and 
equipment used in handling sweet potatoes may not enter Louisiana unless accompanied by valid certification from 
the state of origin. 

2. A valid state-of-origin certificate permit tag shall be attached to or placed within each container in a load of 
sweet potatoes entering Louisiana. 

a. Only regulated material certified as grown, stored and inspected in a portion of the state of origin 
designated as sweetpotato weevil-free, or fumigated in accordance with these regulations, shall enter those areas or 
properties or premises of Louisiana designated sweetpotato weevil-free unless moving under the provisions of this 
Section. 

b. Regulated material grown, stored or inspected in a portion of the state of origin designated sweetpotato 
weevil-infested or sweetpotato weevil regulated, and inspected and found apparently free of sweetpotato weevil, 
shall enter only those areas or properties or premises of Louisiana designated sweetpotato weevil-infested unless 
moving under the provisions of this Section. 

c. Movement of regulated material from sweetpotato weevil-infested or sweetpotato weevil regulated areas 
or properties or premises through those areas or properties or premises of Louisiana designated sweetpotato weevil-
free is prohibited, except when moved by common carrier with a through bill of lading; or, if moved by truck or any 
other conveyance, said conveyance shall be sealed by the state of origin, shall have no additional regulated material 
added to the shipment, and shall not be unloaded within designated weevil-free areas or properties or premises of 
Louisiana. 

d. Regulated material originating in areas or properties or premises designated sweetpotato weevil-free that 
is moved into any area or property or premise designated sweetpotato weevil-infested or sweetpotato weevil 
regulated, except under the provisions of this Section, shall not be moved back into any designated sweetpotato 
weevil-free area or property or premise and shall lose its sweetpotato weevil-free status. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1655 and R.S. 3:1732. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture, Office of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, 

LR 11:320 (April 1985), amended by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental 
Sciences, LR 18:704 (July 1992), LR 27:1177 (August 2001). 

 

§141. Handling, Storage and Processing of Sweet Potatoes within Those Areas or Properties or Premises of 
the State Designated Sweetpotato Weevil-Infested 

A. Sweet Potatoes Treated with Approved Chemicals. There shall be no date limit on the shipment of sweet 
potatoes from those areas or properties or premises of the state designated sweetpotato weevil-infested, provided: 



1. sweet potatoes to be marketed after April 1 following the year of production must be treated before 
February 28 with a chemical or chemicals labeled for sweet potato use and approved by the department; and 

2. sweet potato packing sheds, processing plants and/ or storage houses, and all containers and equipment 
used in handling sweet potatoes must be cleaned and treated in a manner prescribed by the department as soon as 
possible after final disposal of a crop of sweet potatoes. 

B. Sweet Potatoes Not Treated with Approved Chemicals and/or Heavily Infested with Sweetpotato Weevil. 
Unprocessed sweet potatoes shall not: 

1. be held in processing plants, warehouses or other storage houses on properties or premises supporting 
active infestations of sweetpotato weevils; 

2. be moved in any manner except as provided for in §139.C.3.b; 

3. be sold or offered for sale after April 1 following the year of production, except seed sweet potatoes that are 
apparently free of sweetpotato weevils and have been properly treated as prescribed in this Section. 

C. This provision shall apply to all sweet potatoes even though previously inspected and certified for sale and 
movement. 

D. Sweet potato packing sheds, processing plants and/or storage houses, and all containers and equipment used 
in handling sweet potatoes must be cleaned and treated in a manner prescribed by the department unless a special 
permit extending the deadline is issued by the department. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1655 and R.S. 3:1732. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture, Office of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, 

LR 11:321 (April 1985), amended by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental 
Sciences, LR 18:705 (July 1992), LR 27:1178 (August 2001). 

 

§143. Fees 

A. A fee of $0.06 per bushel shall be charged for each bushel of sweet potatoes moved or shipped within or out 
of Louisiana. 

B. The fee charged for sweet potatoes moving to processing plants shall be collected on the basis of the amount 
of purchase less 10 percent for breakdown and shrinkage while in storage. 

C. A fee of $0.10 per thousand shall be charged for vines, plants, slips or cuttings moved or shipped within or 
out of Louisiana. 

D. Method of assessing fees and time when fees are to be assessed. 

1. Fresh Market 

a. Fees will be assessed based on average marketable yield per acre for each acre of sweet potatoes planted. 
The Louisiana Sweet Potato Advertising and Development Commission will determine the average yield. 

b. The total acres planted by each producer will be officially determined through the use of global 
positioning technology or other, similarly technical means, under departmental oversight. Each producer will be 
provided a mapped copy of his production fields and the acres of each field. 

c. One-half of the total fee assessment shall be paid on or before October 15 of each year and the remaining 
balance shall be paid on or before December 15 of each year. 

2. Processing Plants - assessed at the time the sweet potatoes are moved into a plant for processing or packed 
to be shipped as non-processed potatoes. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1655, R.S. 3:1732 and R.S. 3:1734. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture, Office of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, 

LR 11:321 (April 1985), amended by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental 
Sciences, LR 15:77 (February 1989), LR 18:705 (July 1992), LR 27:1178 (August 2001), LR 29:2298 (November 2003). 



§145. Penalties for Violation of Sweetpotato Weevil Quarantine 

A. Any person violating any portion of the sweetpotato weevil quarantine regulations, or any portion of a signed 
compliance agreement with the department, may be called to an adjudicatory hearing held in accordance with the 
Administrative Procedure Act and may be subject to a civil penalty of not more than $5,000 per each violation per 
day. Proportionate costs of the hearing may be assessed against the violator. The amount of these costs shall be 
limited to attorneys' fees as charged to the department for the actual hearing and preparation for the hearing; and 
actual cost of departmental personnel time in processing violations. 

B. A sweet potato dealer's permit may be suspended, revoked or placed on probation if the holder thereof fails to 
comply with the provisions of these regulations or with the provisions of a signed compliance agreement with the 
department, subject to a finding in support of such action in a properly conducted adjudicatory hearing. 

C. Sweet potato plantings found in a non-sweet potato area may be destroyed at the expense of the person or 
persons responsible for the plantings. 

D. Regulated material found in violation of these regulations or in violation of a signed compliance agreement 
with the department may be destroyed and/or disposed of in a manner approved by the department at the expense of 
the person or persons responsible for the regulated material. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1655 and R.S. 3:1732. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture, Office of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, 

LR 11:321 (April 1985), amended by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental 
Sciences, LR 18:705 (July 1992), LR 27:1179 (August 2001). 

 

§147. Sweet Potato Dealer's Permit 

A. All persons, including sweet potato growers and farmers, commercially growing, selling or offering for sale 
sweet potatoes shall not grow, move, clean, grade, pack or repack for sale, or process in any manner sweet potatoes 
without a valid Sweet Potato Dealer's Permit. 

B. Applicants for Sweet Potato Dealer's Certificate Permit shall complete and file the application required by the 
department, which shall set forth the following conditions: 

1. a guarantee to reimburse any purchase price of sweet potatoes which are confiscated because of 
sweetpotato weevil infestation or unauthorized sale, offer for sale or movement; 

2. an agreement to permit, at the dealer's cost, the disposal or destruction by an inspector of the department or 
the return to point of origin of any sweet potatoes sold, offered for sale, moved or moving without authorization, or 
infested with sweetpotato weevil; 

3. a signed agreement to comply with any and all sweet potato quarantine regulations and any conditions 
specified in the agreement. 

C. The provisions of this Section do not apply to retail grocers and other retail outlets selling or offering for sale 
sweet potatoes possessing a valid certificate permit and/or certificate permit tags indicating that the sweet potatoes 
have been inspected, and that are sold or offered for sale directly to the consumer from a permanent building at a 
permanent location. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1653, R.S. 3:1655, R.S. 3:1732 and R.S. 3:1735. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture, Office of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, 

LR 11:322 (April 1985), amended by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental 
Sciences, LR 18:705 (July 1992), LR 27:1179 (August 2001). 

 


